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Agadir on European politics wouldfbe" alTtojthe good, that the stupid coup would finally and definitively weld the Entente Cordiale, galvanize England, re-temper the French national soul, and establish for yet a few sure years the European balance of power. But " Reciprocity/1 and the doubtful issue of the Imperial Conference of British Premiers, had bared to the nations the misery and nakedness of England. Her old-time Imperial optimism appeared to have migrated to the North-American Atlantic States. From Montreal to Boston, from Boston to New York, from New York to Charleston and Atlanta, the magic word <( Reciprocity " seemed to be a kind of mystic pass-word ushering in the new era, the century of the Panama Canal, and giving an opportunity for all the admittedly belated readjustments of the Monroe Doctrine.
In general, and always, on the American Continent, the air of individual liberty, of reciprocal trust, of tolerant and untrammelled thought, that men breathe is lighter, more invigorating, than in Europe ; and, as the breasts of the self-reliant citizens of the Western communities expand, the well-being that pervades their organisms is one that the long-disciplined inhabitants of an older society have never known and find it difficult to understand. In 1911 the Americans, those to the north of the Great Lakes as well as those of the United States, seemed to be more than ever keenly aware of the difference between themselves and the Europeans. " Reciprocity " appeared to them quite the most natural thing in the world. The fighting on the American Continent during the past three centuries, as ex-President Eliot of Harvard has pointed out, has not been of the sort which most imperils liberty. The French and English wars furnished a school of martial qualities at small cost to liberty ; and the War of Independence was, like the war of 1861, a " Civil War " ; the one was as much a Rebellion as the other. Both were waged in defence of the British tradition of Free Institutions, and both resulted in a reinforce-